CITY COUNCIL The City of Orange Township, New Jersey
DATE _ April 2, 2024 NUMBER - 2l4-2024

TITLE: A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 118-2024 AUTHORIZING
THE SERVICES OF MARCO DI STEFANO, LLC, TO REPRESENT CITY OF
ORANGE TOWNSHIP IN THE MATTER, “FOREVER GREATFUL ART
STUDIOS, LLC AND JAMES RAY V. CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP”
DOCKET NO. ESX-L-008346-23 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
$20,000.00 FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2024.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution #118-2024, adopted February 20, 2024, the City Council
authorized the Mayor and the City Clerk to execute an agreement (hereinafter the “Agreement”) with
Marco Di Stefano, LLC to represent the City of Orange Township in connection with litigation,
“Forever Greatful Art Studios, LLC and James Ray v. City of Orange Township:” (hereinafter the
“Pending Litigation™) and,

WHEREAS, Resolution #118-2024 did not contain a Certificate of Availability of Funds because the
Pending Litigation had been referred to the PEJIF for coverage of counsel fees, and,

WHEREAS, coverage of the Pending Litigation was denied by the PEJIF therefore necessitating the
issuance of a Certificate of Availability of Funds to encumber funds for payment of the Agreement;
and

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the City of Orange Township has prepared the necessary
Certificate of Availability of Funds, a copy of which is attached hereto, certifying that funds will be
available for this purpose in Account No. 4-01-20-155-000-519, contingent upon Council approval
and inclusion of said item in the Temporary Budget and adopted 2024 Budget, and further, that said
funds will be sufficient to contract with Marco Di Stefano, LLC pursuant to the Agreement authorized
in Resolution #118-2024.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Council of the City of
Orange Township be and hereby amends Resolution #118-2024 to include a Certificate of Availability
of Funds, certifying that funds will be available in Account No. 4-01-20-155-000-519, in an amount
not to exceed $20,000.00, contingent upon Council approval and inclusion of said item in the
Temporary Budget and adopted 2024 Budget, for the purpose of payment, pursuant to the Agreement,
to the Law Offices of Marco Di Stefano, LLC for legal representation on behalf of the City in the
Pending Litigation.

Adopted: April 2, 2024

Joyce L. Lanier Tency A. Eason
City Clerk Council President

APPROVED AS TO FORM, SUFFICIENCY AND LEGALITY W
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CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP
FINANCE DEPARTMENT

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS
NEXT BUDGET

I, Nile Clements, Chief Financial Officer for the City of Orange Township, do hereby confirm that based on the
Quote or RFP, RFQ, bid results or "extraordinary unspecifiable services" without competitive bids for 2024
service contract, and the resolution to be presented to the Council for approval, and contingent upon Council
approval and inclusion of said item in the Temporary Budget and adopted 2024 Budget, there will be sufficient
funds to contract with:

Vendor Name: Law Office of Marco Di Stefano
Address: 2050 Emerson Ave.

City: Union
State: New Jersey
Zip Code: 07083

Purpose: Represent City of Orange vs. Forever Greatful Art Studios
Docket No. ESX-L-008346-23

Vendor ID: LAWOF085

Temporary Budget: $ 5,000.00
Fund: Current Fund
Line Description LAW - Professional Services
Account Numbers(s): CY'24 4-01-20-155-000-519

The remainder of: $ 15,000.00
will be provided in
Fund: Current Fund
Line Description LAW - Professional Services
Account Numbers(s): CY'24 4-01-20-155-000-519

Purchase Order # : 24-00872

Amount not to exceed: $ 20,000.00

Division Head Date

Nile Clements 3/27/2024

Chief Financial Officer Date




DATE

CITY COUNCIL The City of Orange Township, New Jersey

February 20, 2024 NUMBER 118-2024

TITLE:

Marco

award

L

AMENDED

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SERVICES OF MARCO DI
STEFANO, LLC, TO REPRESENT CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP IN
THE MATER, “FOREVER GREATFUL ART STUDIOS, LL.C AND JAMES
RAY V. CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP” DOCKET NO. ESX-L-008346-23

IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $20,000.00 FOR CALENDAR YEAR
2024

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the City of Orange Township to retain legal

representation on behalf of the City of Orange Township in connection with litigation, “Forever

Greatful Art Studios, LLC and James Ray v. City of Orange Township:” and,

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 510-2023, adopted on December 19, 2023, authorized
Di Stefano, LLC, to represent the City, its officers and employees; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. authorizes the
of a contract for “Professional Services” without competitive bids, and that said contract

itself must be available for public inspection as set forth herein; and

WHEREAS, a certification of funds is not required because the payer of this agreement

is the City’s insurance carrier, PEJIF,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Orange

Township, New Jersey, as follows:

The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the attached
Agreement, in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00, with Marco Di Stefano, LLC, 2050
Emerson Avenue, Union, New Jersey 07083.

This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the

services in the field of law required are specialized, and require expertise in employment
law generally.

That the Agreement herein and this resolution is contingent upon certification of funds
and appropriate funding to render payment for the services provided herein.

Adopted: February 20, 2024

_Joyce

%N\(“AL,\_\_\.‘; S s~ enll S

l}n};r, Municipal Clerk Tency A.Gﬁason, Council President
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RESOLUTION NO. 118-2024 ON CONSENT AGENDA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING February 20, 2024

MOTION TO ADOPT: Montague, III SECOND: Ross

YEAS: Coley, Hilbert, Montague, III, Ross, Summers-Johnson & Council President Eason

NAYS: None

ABSTENTIONS: None
ABSENCES: Wooten
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CITY COUNCIL The City of Orange Township, New Jersey

DATE December 19, 2023 : NUMBER _510-2023

TITLE: ‘A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LIST OF LAW FIRMS TO REPRESENT
THE CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP IN REGARDS TO LITIGATION
MATTERS ON AN AS NEEDED BASIS FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR
FROM JANUARY 1,2024 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2024

WHEREAS, on October 12, 2023 and October 13, 2023, the City of Orange Township
published Requests for Qualifications to establish a pool of qualified counsels to provide legal
representation to the City, its officers and employees, in connection with lawsuits filed under the
New Jersey Tort Claims Act, the Conscientious Employee Protection Act (CEPA), Laws Against
Discrimination (LAD), contract matters and/or challenges to governmental action, and such other
areas of municipal law as may be required; and

WHEREAS, eleven (11) law firms have submitted resumes in response to the Request
for Qualifications; and

WHEREAS, the Qualified Purchasing Agent evaluated the background and experience
of each firm submitting responses to the City’s Request for Qualifications; and

WHEREAS, the City Attorney recommends the law firms:

1. David C. Stanziale, LLC
552 High Mountain Road
North Halendon, New Jersey 07508

2. Lamb Kretzer, LLC
110B Meadowlands Parkway, Ste. 201
Secaucus, New Jersey 07094

3. The Antoine Law Firm, LLC
52 Underwood Street, Apt. 1L
Newark, New Jersey 07106

4. Michael A. Armstrong & Associates, LLC
79 Mainbridge Lane
Willingboro, New Jersey 08046

5. Ruderman & Roth, LLC
150 Morris Avenue, Ste. 303
Springfield, New Jersey 07081

6. Law Office of Marco De Stefano, Esq., LLC
2050 Emerson Avenue
Union, New Jersey 07083

7. PRB Attorneys at Law, LLC
One Gateway Center, Suite 2600
Newark, New Jersey 07102

APPROVEO AS TO POAM, SUFFICIENCY AND LEGALITY ’@
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8. Renaud Colicchio, LLC
190 North Avenue E.
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

9. Simmons Law LLC
1349 Lake Street
Plainfield, New Jersey 07060

10. Tracey S. Cosby
134 Evergreen Place, Suite 301
East Orange, New Jersey 07018

11. Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC
34 Mountain Blvd., Building A
P.O. Box 4922
Warren, New Jersey 07059

WHEREAS, said firms will only be selected to provide legal services on an as needed
basis; and

WHEREAS, all recommended firms have agreed to provide legal services at an hourly
rate of $150.00 per hour; and

WHEREAS, the City Attorney has determined that the above referenced law firms are
qualified to provide the legal services as set forth above.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Orange
Township, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into Agreements with said law firms as
required.

Adopted: December 19, 2023

Tency A.
Council Presitient



AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, made this day of , 2023, by and between
the CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP, a municipal corporation of the State of New Jersey,
having its principal office at 29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey 07050 (hereinafter
referred to as “City”) and Marco Di Stefano, LLC, 2050 Emerson Avenue, Union, New Jersey
07083 (hereinafter referred to as “Counsel”);

WITNESSETH

WHEREAS, the City of Orange Township agrees to retain special counsel on behalf of
the City and Marco Di Stefano, LLC, is agreeable to perform all the necessary legal matters
pursuant to Resolution No. 510-2023 adopted on December 19, 2023 and Counsel is agreeable
to perform such legal services for the City, as to such matters.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the terms and conditions set forth herein, it

is agreed as follows:

1. Marco Di Stefano. LLC is hereby retained as Special Counsel for City of Orange
Township for the following matters: Forever Greatful Art Studios, LLC and

James Ray v. City of Orange Township. Counsel shall carry out all

responsibilities in regard to such matters. All services shall be performed under
the supervision and discretion of the City Attorney.

2, The City of Orange Township agrees to compensate Counsel for such legal
services at the hourly rate of $150.00, not to exceed Twenty Thousand
($20,000.00) Dollars, as follows:

Payment for services rendered by Counsel shall be due upon presentation of an
official voucher with attached, detailed itemization which shall include a
description of services rendered, hours expended, as well as disbursements
claimed. It is agreed that all vouchers must be accepted by the City as to form
and documentation before payment will be made. All statements for services
rendered will be presented to the City on a monthly basis and should be received

by the City no later than the last working day of the month following the month



10.

for which the services are rendered.

Counsel shall provide proof of professional liability insurance and shall maintain

such insurance in effect during the term of this Agreement. Counsel shall

indemnify and hold the City harmless against any liability, claims or costs
arising out of any claim for negligence arising out of the performance of their
duties hereunder.

The failure of the City at any time to insist upon a strict performance of any

terms, conditions and covenants herein shall not be deemed a waiver of any

subsequent breach or default in the terms, conditions and covenants herein
contained.

This Agreement shall be binding on the heirs, successors, and assigns of each

party hereto. The term of this Agreement shall be for a period not to exceed

one (1) year from the date of this Agreement and Marco Di Stefano, LLC shall
continue to serve in all matters assigned to him/her as to this issue prior to the
end of the term to their completion.

Counsel shall serve under the supervision and discretion and at the pleasure of

the City Attorney.

This Agreement contains all the terms and conditions agreed upon by the parties

hereto, and there are no other agreements, oral or otherwise, between the parties

regarding the subject matter of this Agreement.

No alterations, changes, modifications or variations of this Agreement or the

terms thereof shall be valid unless in writing and signed by both of the parties

hereto or their duly authorized representative.

This Agreement is made subject to and shall be construed and governed by the

laws of the State of New Jersey.

During the performance of this Contract, Counsel agrees as follows:

(@  Counsel will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for
employment because of age, race, creed, national origin, ancestry,
marital status or sex. Counsel will take affirmative action to ensure that
such applicants are recruited and employed, and that employees are
treated during employment, without regard to their age, race, creed,

color, national origin, ancestry, marital status or sex. Such action shall



include, but not be limited to the following: employment, upgrading,
demotion or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or
termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and, selection
for training, including apprenticeship.

(b)  Counsel agrees to comply with any regulations promulgated by the
Treasurer of the State of New Jersey, pursuant to P.L. 1975, ¢. 127, as
amended and supplemented from time to time.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, and intending to be legally bound hereby, the parties have

hereunto affixed their hands and seals the day and year first written above,

CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP

By:
Dwayne D. Warren, Esq., Mayor

ATTEST:

Joyce Lanier, Municipal Clerk
MARCO DI STEFANO, LLC

By:
ATTEST: Marco Di Stefano, Esq.

Approved as to form and sufficiency:

Gracia Robert Montilus
City Attorney



Certificate Numbey.
Effective Date;
Date of Isanancy,
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BUSINESS ENTITY DISCLOSURE CERTIFICATION
FOR NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACTS
Required Pursuant To Ordinance §4-70, et seq.
CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY

Earti-—Yendor Affirmation
The undersigned, being authorized and knowledgeable of the ¢ hereby certify that
"g;ucam E% , e

(Contractor) has not made and will notmmmyrepombleeonu-ibmml:mnm nance 4-70 et seq. that would bar the
award of this contract in the one year period preceding the date of reorganization to any of the following named candidate

committee, joint candidates committee; or political party eommiiwc represemlng the elected officials of the CITY OF
DMNG'E MSHIP as deﬁned pursuant to N.J A-3(p and

O Icertify that the list below contains the names and home addresses of all owners holding 10% or more of the
issued and outstanding stock of the undersigned.

Check the box that represents the type of business entity:

DPartnership CiCorporation  DSole Proprictorship CiSubchapter S Corporation
DLimited Pannership PLimited Liability Corporation DLimited Liability Partnership
Name of Stock or Shareholder Home Address
o

Part3 —Signatyre and Attestation:
The undersigned is fully aware that if I have misrepresented in whole or part this affirmation and certification, ] and/or
the business entity, will be liable for any penalty permitied under law

Narnet';ﬂ?-n.lsines\@:l:-:miQy:____ﬂ_‘,.a_lI 2 O Qo O, W HC4a\D, athQ.

S ;. Title:_ Print Name:_ Date: y /A =
’

ry
Subscribed and swom before me the !2‘“" dayof JZ;“ e—
\iTuan
_Qewdar , 2023 /é '

,

- onil “
MyConunissionupim: ¥y 9 P2y »~ Rrighngmed title of affaqt) (Corporate Seal)
& - NUERY MIRLIC OF NEW JERSEY
LOMMISSION EXPIRES FERRUARY 16 2022
{,OMM SSI0N MD123099




Fom W'g . Request for Taxpayer . Glve form tg' thu:‘
, October uester,
:“I w:‘: Identification Number :,nd Certification e o IRE
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BE | [] O oo hatuctony >
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8 List acoount aumberfs) here (optionad

Bl Taxpayer identification Number (TiN)_

Eﬂlmmhﬂuh m’mmwmmthnm onhl.h:l.ﬂomold Boolal seourtly number

Mo, sole proprietes, o Clreourcios Gaite aae (he Part | Iatolrs on e 3, For Slie et 1 1o -

ywr-nmlduiﬁmbnnmnhm"mdunﬂm:m.m fo gel a TIN on page 9.

mrwbﬁmmmmmuum«nm4ummm %-T%l%g’-go
RN Cestifioation '

Unctar ponaities of perjury, 1 certily that:
1. The number shown on this form ls my comeo! taxpayer identification number {or | am walting for @ number to be lssvad to me), and

2. | am not subject lo backup withholding because: (s) ) am exempt from backup withholding, or (b) | have not been notiied by the intsmal
Revenue Sonvice that 1 em subject to backup withholding result of a fallwre to all interast or dividends, the IRS hy
mmM|ﬁ’mmﬂmmmmmmm&° . o o "8 »

3. Jema UB oltizen or other U.8. person (efined below),

Certitioation instrusiions. You must oross out em 2 rbove i you have been notifled by the IRS that you are cumently aubject to backup

withholding because you have falled lo report e interest and on tmx retum. For real estate transaotions, fem R doss not A
mmmmmm m«mmmammmmmndw.mmummmmm
mtnm athar than intarest and dividenda, you ara not raquired to sign the Certifioation, but you must
your Sea the lons on page 4. |
]
e
General Instructions
considered a U.8. peraon If you are: -
SRuaor suiernoan:ans o e iohamel unliess © An tndividual who Is  U.8. oltizen or U.8, reskdent alen,
® A partners oompany, ar associalion orealed or
Purpose of Form modh“uﬂ' Blatoa or unda: the fews of the Unliad
wmwumwunmmmmwm Btates,
must obtain your correat identiloation number (TIN) ® An eatate (other than a foreign eatats), or
hupod.btmvh.hmmh w;llutu:r ;0‘1\77017). (as defined In Regulations section
abandonment of secured , oanceltation of or R
e s ootk i dabt, aﬂmurﬁmmmw;mm%
U“mewlfmﬂ‘.lu-&ﬁnmﬂﬂmﬂ a withhalding tax on any foreign pariners’ share of Income
Mdﬂmm%wm h“#m %mmm.mm-inmmwmw-o
requesting it (the requoster) and, when ) tos hes not baen recelved, a partnership Is required to presume that
a pariner I8 a {oreign person, and pey the withholding fex.

I.W&uamhwb?uw&mwmm

2, Certify that you are not subjsot fo backup withholding, or mmmwmmmm&a

8. Claim exemption from backup ¥youare a8, atatus and avold share of
ﬂ‘g‘“"‘"’”‘,ﬁ, q.?:‘l‘}o ”t'r'uuum Inocme, e
/ Income The person who Form W-9 fo the partnership for
a U, radlo or business fa not subject 10 the withhoiding tax on ofmu%mu.ammﬁmmm
Note.  a munmmmmw-o» conduoting a frade or business in the United fs In the
n&m%wwmﬂ!h following cases:




