CITY COUNCIL The City of Orange Township, New Jersey

DATE _March 19, 2024 NUMBER _ 181-2024

TITLE: A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND RATIFYING THE RETENTION
OF BLAU AND BLAU, ATTORNEYS AT LAW AS SPECIAL COUNSEL
TO FILE AFFIRMATIVE TAX APPEALS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF
ORANGE TOWNSHIP FROM JANUARY 1, 2024 UNTIL DECEMBER 31,
2024.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Title 54 of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, the Township
regularly assesses all real properties within the Township and allocates its budget in proportionate
manner based on the value of the various line items; and

WHEREAS, the City shall retain Blau and Blau, Attorneys at Law (“Blau and Blau™),
as special counsel for the purpose of filing commercial tax appeals on behalf of the City of Orange
Township for the period January 7, 2024, through December 31, 2024 (“Special Counsel™); and

WHEREAS, the agreement to retain Blau and Blau as Special Counsel for the period
of January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2024 is attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel’s Agreement specifically includes the right to file
affirmative tax appeals on behalf of the City which tax appeals are designed to accurately and
equitably apportion the real estate tax burden among the existing properties within the City; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel is entitled to a contingent fee if any increase in
assessment occurs as a result of the appeal; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel and the Tax Assessor has performed an analysis as to
the various properties within the Township that it believes warrant affirmative tax appeals; and

WHEREAS, tax appeals had to be filed no later than April 1, 2024; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel is responsible for all fees and expenses in prosecuting
any affirmative tax appeals; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel has consulted with Mark Hendricks, Appraiser for the
City and the Tax Assessor, concerning the efficacy of such affirmative appeals and they concur
with Special Counsel’s analysis; and

WHEREAS, nothing contained herein shall mandate or require the prosecution of such

appeals, but shall authorize any and all actions necessary and appropriate to prosecute these
affirmative appeals.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP that Blau and Blau, as Special Counsel, be and is hereby
authorized and empowered to take all steps necessary to prosecute affirmative tax appeals for the
year 2023 concerning the properties in the attachment.

m
APPROVED AS TO FORM, SUFFICIENCY AND LEGALITY ( 22 ;/ A



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall be available to inspection
during normal business hours and in accordance with all applicable statutes,

Adopted: March 19, 2024

Joyce L. Lanier Tency A. Eason
City Clerk Council President
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112712018 NJ. Depariment of Treasury - Division of Reveaus, On-Line Inquiry
N r . STATE OF NEW JERSEY
BUSINESS REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE
Taxpayer Name: BLAU & BLAU, A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
Trade Name: BLAU & BLAU ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Address: 223 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD, NJ 07081
Certificate Number: 0561889
Effective Date: May 25, 1990
Date of Issuance: November 27,2018
For Office Use Only:
20181127110%01140
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BUSINESS ENTITY DISCLOSURE CERTIFICATION
FOR NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACTS
Required Pursuast To Ordinance §4-70, et seq.
CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY

Eact) - Vendor Affirmation

The undersigned, being suthorized and knowledgeable of the circumstances, does hereby certify that
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Check the box that represents the type of business entity:
OPartnership D Corporation [DSole Proprietorship  OSubchapter 8 Corporation
DLimited Pmnenhlp DLimited Liubility Corporation DLimited Liability Parinership

Rartd = Signature and Attestation:
The undersigned is fully aware that if 1 have misrepresented in whole or part this effirmation and cenification, | and/or
the business entity, will be table for any penalty permitted under law.
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