CITY COUNCIL The City of Orange Township, New Jersey

June 16, 2020 255-2020
DATE NUMBER
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND RATIFYING THE RETENTION OF BLAU
AND BLAU, ATTORNEYS AT LAW AS SPECIAL COUNSEL TO FILE
AFFIRMATIVE TAX APPEALS ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF ORANGE
TOWNSHIP FROM MARCH 1, 2020 UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2020.

TITLE:

WHEREAS, pursuant to Title 54 of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, the Township regularly assesses all
real properties within the Township and allocates its budget in proportionate manner based on the value of
the various line items; and

WHEREAS, the City shall retain Blau and Blau, Attorneys at Law (“Blau and Blau”), as special counsel
for the purpose of filing commercial tax appeals on behalf of the City of Orange Township for the period
March 1, 2020, through December 31, 2020 (“Special Counsel™); and

WHEREAS, the agreement to retain Blau and Blau as Special Counsel for the period of March 1, 2020,
through December 31, 2020 is attached hereto; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel’s Agreement specifically includes the right to file affirmative tax appeals on
behalf of the City which tax appeals are designed to accurately and equitably apportion the real estate tax
burden among the existing properties within the City; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel is entitled to a contingent fee if any increase in assessment occurs as a result
of the appeal; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel and the Tax Assessor has performed an analysis as to the various properties
within the Township that it believes warrant affirmative tax appeals; and

WHEREAS, tax appeals had to be filed no later than April 1, 2020; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel is responsible for all fees and expenses in prosecuting any affirmative tax
appeals; and

WHEREAS, Special Counsel has consulted with Mark Hendricks, Appraiser for the City and the Tax
Assessor, concerning the efficacy of such affirmative appeals and they concur with Special Counsel’s
analysis; and

WHEREAS, nothing contained herein shall mandate or require the prosecution of such appeals, but shall
authorize any and all actions necessary and appropriate to prosecute these affirmative appeals.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE
authorizes and ratifies the retention of Blau and Blau, attorneys at law as special counsel to file affirmative
tax appeals on behalf of the City of Orange Township from March 1, 2020 until December 31, 2020.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall be available to inspection during normal
business hours and in accordance with all applicable statutes.

Adopted:
Joyce L. Lanier Tency A. Eason
City Clerk Council President
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AGREEMENT FOR REAL ESTATE TAX APPEALS

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into on this ___ day of March, 2020, by and
between THE CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP, a municipal corporation of the State of New
Jersey, located at 29 North Day Street, County of Essex and State of New Jersey, hereinafter
called the “City,” party of the first part, and BLAU & BLAU, Attorneys at Law of the State of New
Jersey, located at 223 Mountain Avenue, Springfield, New Jersey 07081, hereinafter referred to
as “Counsel,” party of the second part.

WITNESSETH THAT:

WHEREAS, the Mayor has determined that it is in the best interests of the City to retain the
services of Special Counsel to represent the City in connection with real estate tax appeals;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, terms and conditions
hereinafter set forth, the parties hereto agree as follows:

1. The City hereby retains the services of Blau & Blau, as Special Counsel to assist
the City in connection with Prosecution of Appeals for the City (Reverse Tax Appeals).

2. Counsel shall have the right to file tax appeals for the City on a contingent fee
basis of 33% of the money obtained for the City from cases filed during the term of the Contract.
Counsel will be responsible for all costs associated with filing the Reverse Tax Appeals
including but not limited to:

A) Filing fees;

B) Appraisal fees:

C) Copying, postage, delivery services, preparation of trial exhibits, etc.
It is contemplated that Counsel will not be obligated to file an appeal unless it believes the
property is substantially under-assessed. It is contemplated that Counsel will recommend
settlement of the Reverse Tax Appeals from time to time as Counsel may deem appropriate. In
the event that the City refuses to accept Counsel's recommendation to settle a matter, the City
shall be responsible for payment of the contingent fee and reimbursement of Counsel’s actual

out of pocket expenses based upon that recommendation unless the ultimate recovery is more.



3. It the Law Firm is terminated by the City, then it shall be entitled to a share of any
recovery on a quantum merit basis, as agreed to by the Parties, selected and operating as laid
out above.

4. During the term of this agreement, Counsel shall maintain professional liability
malpractice insurance coverage with an insurance company licensed and authorized to do
business in the State of New Jersey with coverage not less than $1,000,000.

5. This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of New Jersey without
regard to principles of conflict of laws. All contract claims under this agreement shall be subject
to and governed by the provisions of the New Jersey Contractual Liability Act, N.J.S.A. 59:13-1
et seq.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have set their hands and seals the day and year first

above written.

CITY OF ORANGE
WITNESS:
By:
DWAYNE D. WARREN, MAYOR
WITNESS:
By:
JOYCE L. LANIER, CITY CLERK
BLAU & BLAU
WITNESS:
By:

CHARLES E. BLAU
For the Firm



11ZU2018

N.I. Department of Treasury - Division of Reveaue, On-Line Inquicy

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

BUSINESS REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE

Taxpayer Name:
Trade Name:
Address:

Certificate Number:
Effective Date:

Date of {ssuance:

BLAU & BLAU, A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
BLAU & BLAU ATTORNEYS AT LAW

223 MOUNTAIN AVENUE
SPRINGFIELD, NI 0708!

0561889
May 253, 1990

November 27,2018

For Office Use Only:
20181127110901140
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BUSINESS ENTITY DISCLOSURE CERTIFICATION
FOR NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACTS
Required Pursuant To NJ.S.A. 19:44A-20.8
CITY OF GRANGE TOWNSHIP, NEW JERSEY

Partf - Vender Affirmation
The undersigned, being authorized end knowledgeable of the sircumstances, does hereby certify that

qq ‘70{ (Contractor)

has not made and wilf not make any reportable contributions purstant to NJ.S.A. 19:44A-1 of seq, that, pursuant 1o P.L.
2004, c. 19 would bar the award of this contract in the one year period preceding the date of reorganization lo any of the
Tollow ing namedt candidate commiteee. joint candidates commitiee: or political party commities representing e elected
ofticials of the CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIF as defined pursuant to NS, A. 19:44A-3(n), {c)and {r).

Bwayoe ). Warren

Keriry Coley

Donna K. Willlams

Tency A, Erson

Christopher G, Jackson

Harold J, Johason, Jr.

Jamie Summers-Jokrson

|_Adrianne Wouoten

Part {1 ~ Ownership Disclosure Ceriification
B 1 cestify that the list below contains the names and home addresses of all owners holding 10% or more of the issued and

outsianding stock of the undersigned.

Check the hox that represents the type of business entity:
DPartnership DOCorporation  DISole Proprietorship  RiSubcehapter § Corporation
BlLimited Partnership [CiLimited Liability Corporation  Cilimited Liability Partnership

Name of Stock or Sharehojder ' .___Home Address ]
Eobiot {{lay £3(0 Jotwn [eafve Lyje Ly [fn, R) 07637
CLaclyy Wlou /2 Graen HHT Eood, Soemeticled 77 0707
Part 3 —Signature and Attestation:

The undersigned is fully awarc that if I have misrepresented in whole or part this affirmation and certification, [ and/or the
business entity, will be liable for any penalty permitred under law.

chofBus% ;ﬁpiﬁ‘-:}‘\ Qu’f‘b _gléka\
Signed: 4 ,,_(( . \f}g/ Title:_ Vartnes”

Print Name: C\\Qf\ﬁ} %lﬂ,\) Date: /— 3/'/31/4’?

Subscribed and swom before me the 2/ day of

7 Y o

My Commission expires: {Print name & title of affiant) {Corperate Seal)

A New Feesey Attuny (g




Request for Taxpayer
identification Number and Certification

Give Form to the
requester. Do not
sand to tha IRS.

A Ad LAY

1 Numafes shawn bn your inconte Tax ralum), Nama I3 required on this line; do not feave this ¥na blank,

2 Butness rame/Sitregardad entity rame, i different from above

0 ingivicualisots prLfgiewr aor moration

ha tdx classificriion of the sirg'e-membar owner,
[} other sew instructians) &

O scomoraton T Fannacship

ERGIETEMDO!
[ Uimires Exbisty company, Enter the tax classiication [G=C corparation. $u5 corporation, Papertnership b
Hote. For a sogie-mambaer LLG that 15 disreganded, do not check LLG, chack the appropriats box in tha fing above for

3 Chack anpropriala box for federm! tax clizﬁca‘hun: check only onp of tha Igilowing savan boxes;

4 Exernplians fodes 2dpty only to
cortain oolitiag, not inthaduals: 566
O musvestote | fnstuctions onpege 3k
Exgrpl peyse voda (i 2ny)
Esermplion from FATCA raponting

codta {f any}
PAoPS 10 200rres AmminGD auTica the 125

03 iz ANEE

RAaqueators narro and address (optional

Print or typo
San Spocific Inatructions on page 2,

ST Ad T OTOBY

T Uit geount numbara) bare {cationalls”

Taxpayer Identification Numbsr {TIN}

TIN on paga 3.

Enter your TIN in the appropriste box. The TIN provided must match the name glven on line 1 o avold Soclal escurity number ]
backup withholding. For individuals, this fs genarally your soclal secusity numbar (SSN), However, fora
resident slien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entily, 6ea the Part [instructions on page 3. For other - -
entitigs, X is your employer identification number (EIN). H you do not have a numbear, see How lo get &

or
Note. It the account i in moro than one name, se the nstructlons for Gne 1 and the chart on page 4 lor | EmpReyer entficatonnumber
guidelines on whose numbsr to gnler. % )l 3 3 j

Blo 3|

Cortification

Undlee peaalties of pesicry, | comtify that:

1. The numbar shown on this formt is my cemsct waxpayer identification number {or | am waiting for a number to be ivsued to me): and

2. 1 am not subject to backup withhelding becausa: (3) | am exemp! from backup withkolging, or (0) | have not been notified by the Mtemal Ravenus
Sarvice (IAS) that | am subjoct to backup whhholding £5 a resull of 8 feilure 10 report eff Interast ar dividends, or {c) the IS hasg notified me that Lam

no longar sublect to beckup withheiding; and
3. tam a LS. citizen ot other LS, person (defined balow); and

4, The FATCA code{s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that | am exempt from FATCA reporting fs coirect,

Gertification Instructions. You mus! eross out itom 2 abiove il you have been notified by the IRS that you ars curently subject (o backup withhelding
becauss you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax retum. For real ealpte fransactiona, em 2 does not apply. For monigege

interest paid, acquisition of ebandoenment of
penerslly, payments other than intorast and
instructions on page 3.

ured property. cancellation of debt, contiibuticns to an individual retirament armngemant (1BA), and
I nd/sfu are not required to aign Lhe certification, but you must provida your corest TIN. Sze the
s ‘,.._—-——-"'_‘_'—'—' -

Sign Signsture of
Hera | us$.porsn®

s

gm,$/§//}7'

General instructions [ L/(

Socvon refargncns sro 1o the mamal Revemsa Cads thless othanwise noted.

Futura dovelopments. Information abaul davelopinania aHecling Form W8 (such
s egistaton enzoled slar wa releaga i) Is Bt wyawirs. gowliwd.

Purpnze of Form

An individual or eniity [Fom W-@ requesier] whao ta raquired to file an information
£aiam with [he IS must chizin your comect Taxpayar kentification numbier {FIN}
which may be yauwt socisl sacunity number (SSN], Individyal taxpayer kfgatification
e ([T, taxpayer identification number [ATIN), or employsr
idendification puttber (EIM), 1o repod on &a information rlurn 1he amount pad 1o
yau, of tther smound raponeble on an information refun, Exemples of inlermation
ratyms inchats, biul &g not Bmited to, the following:

» Formn 1023-INT (ntevest sarred o paid}

« Fera 1053-DIV {Gvidendsy, iwiuding thosa from slocks or mutual funas)

s Farrs HISS-MISC{various types of inceme, prizes, awarde, or Qross proceads)

» Forin 10858 [stock pr ourtual hnd sales and cortaln other transactions by
brokess)

= Formn 10885 (procesds from ieal eslate tansaclions

» Form 1586-K (mavthant e and third party netwark trargactions}

7

* Fomm 1068 (hame mangage inim:ﬁ{ 1088-E (studant loan interasy), 1036-T
{ivitlan}
« Form 1038-C {cancelsd daby)
* Form 1033-A (acquisiiion or abasdoament of secuted proparty)

Use Forn W-9 only i you are 5 U.S person {inciuding A resident aben), 1o
provics your earetl THY.

H you 5o not relurn Form W-3 1o the requesier wilh @ TN, you mighi Be subect
16 beskup withholding. Ses What is backup withiolong? on pago 2,

By signing tha fied-cut form, you:

1. Centily thas the TIN you am giviap 1s correc! {of you are wading for a numbe:
1o be issued),

2. Canlfy izt you are a0l subject 1o backud wilnhaiding, or

3 Chaim axemplion Irom hackuy wilbhaiding it you Bre a VS, exempt payes, i
epplicable, you Ere alsa cartifying that &5 3 U.S, person, your alocable share ol

any padnership Income from 2 U.S, trade of business is not subject ta the
withhokiing tax on forelgn parinors’ share of sifsctively connscled incoms, 2nd

&, Cerily that FATCA cous{s) entored on this fom [t any} fnaicaling that you a6
exampt lrom the FATGA reporting, Is oomect See Wiat & FATOA reponting? on
page 2 for kather Mlomation

Cat. Bo. 10233%

Form W-8 mav. 12-2014)
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